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Instrumentation
2 flutes
alto flute
2 oboes
cor anglais
2 clarinets in B♭ 
bass clarinet
2 bassoons
contrabassoon

4 horns in F
4 trumpets in B♭
2 tenor trombones
bass trombone
tuba

2 harps
celeste

timpani
percussion (4 players)

 I: 5 wood blocks, suspended cymbal
 II: concert bass drum, tam-tam
 III: tam-tam, tubular bells, snare drum
 IV: vibraphone, snare drum

strings
 violin I
 violin II
 violoncello
 double bass

The score is transposed
Duration c.10 minutes



Program Note

Performance Instructions

Strings & Trombones

Flutes

Celeste

Raise or lower written pitch by one quarter tone

In 2024, I was forced to make an impossible choice when my beloved cat, Boy,
suddenly fell ill. The vets had barely managed to keep him alive, and with no
overnight staff, I had to decide: take him to the ER, where he might die alone in a
sterile cage, or bring him home, where he would be comfortable but beyond the
reach of medical intervention. I chose the latter, and he died in my arms. This
piece explores the weight of that decision—the guilt that has eclipsed my ability
to fully grieve. It is about love, loss, and the way regret can take hold of
mourning, turning it into something heavier than the loss itself.

Pizzicato / slap tongue

Glissando down by approximately one whole step

Forearm cluster – play as many notes at once as possible using both
forearms

 Palm cluster – play as many notes at once as possible with one hand
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  


  





 






  
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 



 


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






      




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
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           













     










     


 


 

 
 

  
 



 


 


 


 


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
  




 
  

 
 


 


 



 


 


 


 


 

 
 

  
 



 


 


 


 



 


 


 

 
 

  
 


 


 


 


 


 


 





 
 


 

 






 






 









































































































arco

arco

arco

arco

arco















= ( 	=	60)



























































































To	Sus.	Cym.

To		Tam.

To	Sn.	Dr.

To	B.	Dr.

1

2
Fl.

A.	Fl.

1

2
Ob.

C.	A.

1

2
Cl.	in	B♭

B.	Cl.

1

2
Bsn

Cbsn

1

2
Hn	in	F

3

4
Hn	in	F

1

2
Tpt	in	B♭

3

4
Tpt	in	B♭

1

2
Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Tba

Timp.

Perc.	1

Perc.	2

Perc.	3

Perc.	4

Hp	1

Hp	2

Cel.

Vln	I

Vln	II

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.










 





 



 

   

  

  

  

  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

E
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       

       

       

       

   
 

    







 









 

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
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
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
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
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
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
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
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





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


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
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
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


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


 


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 


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


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
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
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
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
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




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


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


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







 




 

















  




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
 

 

 


  
 



 

 
 

     

  











  
























































































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







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

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
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
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



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








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
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
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
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

		=	gliss	down	approximately	one	whole	step

		=	gliss	down	approximately	one	whole	step
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2
Fl.

A.	Fl.

1

2
Ob.

C.	A.

1

2
Cl.	in	B♭

B.	Cl.

1

2
Bsn

Cbsn

1

2
Hn	in	F

3

4
Hn	in	F

1

2
Tpt	in	B♭

3

4
Tpt	in	B♭

1

2
Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Tba

Timp.

Perc.	1

Perc.	2

Perc.	3

Perc.	4

Hp	1

Hp	2

Cel.

Vln	I

Vln	II

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.



















 




 

 


  




   


 

 


  


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